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February 23, 2006

Joel K Bladow, Regional Manager
Western Area Power Administration
Rocky Mountain Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 3700

Loveland, CO 80539-3003

Re: Western Area Power Administration, Rocky Mountain Region (Western) Cheyenne-
Miracle Mile 115-kV Transmission Line located in Carbon, Albany, and Laramie
Counties, Wyoming. (SHPO File # 1202JK'W004)

Dear Mr. Bladlow:

Thank you for consulting with the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) regarding
the above referenced project. We have reviewed the project report and find the documentation
meets the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Archacology and Historic Preservation (48 FR
44716-42). After the reviewing the proposed project we would like to offer the following
comments:

We concur with your finding that the following sites are eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and will not be adversely affected by the project as planned:

Lincoln Highway (48AB152) 48CR8034
Union Pacific Railroad (48AB358) 48CR8036
Pioneer Canal (48AB835) Denver to Fort Laramie Road (48LA2789)

We do not concur with your determination of eligibility for the Cheyenne Miracle-Mile
Transmission Line (48AB1192, 48CR7262, 48LA1402) and recommend that it remain eligible
for listing on the NRHP. However, it will not be adversely affected by the project as planned.

We concur that site 48CR8041 is currently unevaluated for NRIDP eligibility and that testing will
be needed prior to a determination of eligibility and project affect.

The following prehistoric sites have been recommended as either eligible or not eligible for the
NRHP under Criteria D. However, subsurface testing will be necded at these locatlons prior to a
detelmlnatlon of ellglblhty and pro;ect affecl : : :

48AB1404 ; : 486R8031 "B < 48CR8042
48AB1408 48CR8033




The following historic sites have been recommended as either eligible or not eligible for the
NRHP under Criteria A and/or Criteria D. However, determinations of eligibility under Criteria
D require subsurface testing at these locations prior to a determination of eligibility and project
affect:

48AB1395 (The Hill Homestead)
48AB1397 (The Stickney Homestead)
48AB1399 (The Herman Homestead)

We are unable to provide our comment regarding eligibility and project effect at the present time
for the following sites and we recommend the following sites remain unevaluated pending further
testing and/or information. An explanation of our concerns is listed below:

e The North Canal (48AB625): Your consultation letter notes that the North Canal
segments are “not eligible for listing on the NRHP” yet the consultant believes that
segments of the North Canal “appear to retain the qualities of integrity of location,
design, setting, and feeling” and that the “segments investigated by Alpine do not appear
to be contributing portions of the feature.” When documenting linear sites, terms such as
“coniributing” and “non-contributing” are used to reference segments of linear sites
(National Historic Trails, roads, canals) that are eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places. This is a contradiction and needs to be accurately clarified.

e Site 48AB1394: This site has been documented as a “newly discovered site” according to
the documentation provided in the report. During our review, SHPO staff was unable to
find the Wyoming Cultural Properties Form that is required for our review of newly
discovered sites. Additionally, according to the overview of site 48AB1394, as noted in
the text of the report, the consultant has said this site is not eligible for listing on the
NRHP. This is inconsistent with the consultant’s site number request that was provided to
our Cultural Records office which cites that the consultant believes this site is eligible for
listing on the NRHP. We request that the Wyoming Cultural Properties Form be
submitted for our review.

Laslly, the remaining sites do not meei the enteria of eligibility for the NRIP and no further
work or protective measures are necessary.

We will comment on site eligibilities and project affect on the aforementioned cultural resources
when we have reviewed the requested documentation. Please refer to SHPO project
#1202JKW004 on any future correspondence regarding this project. If you have any questions,
please contact Richard L. Currit, Senior Archaeologists at 307-777-5497 or me at 307-777-6179.

Sincerely,

e

Matt Bennett
Historic Preservation Specialist, Sr.

A  Dave Freudenthal, Governor
/ Phil Noble, Director
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Re: A Cultural Resource inweniory for the Westem Powar Administration
Cheyanna-Aul 118kV Transmission Line Rebulld Laramis Courty, Wyoming
and Weld County, Colorado and the Snowy Rengs , Albary County,
Wyoming. (CHS #48174) !
Dear M. Bladow; |

Thank you for wmmw?mmmmmmm
mnﬁ”muw

mwwnmm»m' the finding of nof efigitée for tha
Nettonal Registsr of Historic Piaces for the Histed below.

BWL 2819
BWL.4832
6WL.2602
SWL.4831
SWIL2897
VL2618
SWiL2818
6WL 2621
SWL.4829

e @ % @ &2 @ ®» 8 @

We conour with the finding of eligitie for the | Register of Historic Places for the
resources lieted below.

o BWL.1080.30
o B5WL.4830
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Al this time, we do not conaur with the finding of efigibie for the Netional Ragister of

Historio Pleces for resource SWL.2622. In o @ finding of needs dalw is
approprisie for this esource. We belleve that research needs o be
compisted o delermine what questions aboul farming eould be answered by
the polentiel subswrface remains.
Afler review of the finding of effect, we do not concur with the finding of no histono
praperties effecied under Section 108 of the Nationsl Preservetion Act. In our
mnmummmmp offect under Secfion 108 of the
National Histaris Praservetion Act. e located within the Area of
mmwmmmmmmmm
baen finslized,

i unidentified archasclogical resources are during aonstruction, work must
be inderruplad unél the resources have baan in terms of the Nationel Reglster
criwria, 38 CRF 60.4, in consultation with this office |

request being involved in the consultation with the 1008l government, which
MMN\SCFRM&W»& gwmwm
consuiting parties. Additionsl information provided govemmant or consulting
parties might cause our office 10 re-svaluste ouw and potential efect findings.
Plasss nobe thet our nompiiancs letter dess not end the 30-day review period provided
io ather coneulting parties,
W wa may b9 of further assistance, mw,ﬂymmwm
Campllance Coordinator, at (303) 806-4676,
Sinceraly,
'VV\WJA-W

L0 o

Siate Historie Offlcer
CHS 487174 2
gt 23, 2005
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AUG 19 2005 |
Ms. Georglanna Contiguglia |
State Fstoric Presexvation Officer I
Colorado Historical Sociery ,
1300 Broadway
Denver, CO 80203 f
Dear Ms, Contiguglia; n
Western Area Power Administration, Rocky Mountain Reéon (Western) i3 proposing to rebuild
its Cheyenng-Anlt 115-kV Transmission Line located in ie County, Wyoming and Weld

Commty, Colorado and to construct & new substation in y County, Wyoming.

In consideration of the effect of the undertaking on
culiural resolrce survey of the area was conducted by
The sirvey eatitled “A Culrural Resource Invensory for
Cheyerme-Ault 115-kV Transmission Line Rebuild Proje
County, Colorado and the Snowy Range Substation,
your review. The survey identified 13 sites and one is0,
five prehistoric archacological sites and elght historic &
sites are in Colorado, The izolated find is located in Cold
Lands, bt it is owned by Westem.

resourcas as par 36 CFR 800.5, a

Two sites IIBmW}mmngmdll
Twelve gites are located on

Based on the culiural resource report and management ions, Westem has
detormined that thexe are no historic properties The submission of this
documentation will fulfill Westemn's responsibilities Section 106 of the National Historic

Preservation Act, a3 amended (NHPA),

L Description of the Undertaking - Westem is proposing to rebuild the aging Cheyenne-Ault
ils-kVThnmmmlhebetmehsymne.megandAmt,Colmado Tha new line will
be constructed at 230-kV. The transmission line is 35 milss in length and treads from north to
south, begiting on the east side of Cheyenne and termingting at the Anlr Substation in Anlt,
Cologado. mnumml.um(:mmtymwwmmg' y on privately held lands (gix
niles) but also crosses .1 mile of public land admir byﬂwﬁmoﬂmdumms

i
!
i
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survey covered 163.4 acrea of private land in Wyoming, 18.:¢m0f8tdeymnin3hnd,
1.4 acres of BLM-RPO land, 634 acres of privats land in Colorado, and 72.6 acres of State of
Coloredo land. Too locations were surveyed foc the new ion, Both are on privately
owned lands and total 46.7 acres for location A and 50.6 for location B.
meﬁmmmmummo{wood-pnlcﬂ-

copper ot ;
the ground., In instances where the cxisting poles cannot or
be cut off just below ground level New stroctures will be
wooden H-frame. Portions of the pew line will be a double ¢i 230kV and 115kV. The new
struciures may not necesearily be placed in the same locations as the existing stroctures. Soms
minor access road maintensnce may also be necessary. Thig could include road blading and

graveling of amall sections of existing access roads.

I Methodology and Reporting - A Class I Hteranure revi¢w was conducted between June 23,

2004, at the Staie Historle Preservation Office (SHPO) in ‘Wyoming, and July 1, 2004,
at the Office of Archacology and Historio Preservation in Denves, Colorado. Twenty-five
previously documented sites lie within one-half mils of the i line and access roads.

it habitations, roads, railroeds, and

Site types incloded peehistoric camps, lithic scairers, hi
: mile of the project. The majority of

wege also inspectad. The GLOs dated from 1868-1875.

An intensive field examination of the project area was also
wicth for the Cheyenne-Ault line was 200 feet, 100 feet on|either side of the line. This coridor
was surveyed in 30 meter transects in Wyoming, and 15 wansects in Colorado. Access
rosd corridor width varied, based on land ownership. On public land, survey width was 100 feet,
centered on the roadway, with survey transects of 15 on either side of the roadway. On
private Iand, the survey cormidor was yestricted to 50 feet on the road, dictating transects
of 7.5 meters. Roads crowned and ditched or paved were ot surveyed, The two substation
locations were surveyad in 30 m transects, i
ML Resources Located, Identified, and Evaluated - The Class Xl survey of the project srea
resulted in the documentation of thres new culinral 10 site re-svaluations, and one
isolated find. A surnmary of all sites is presented in Table 4 of the enclosed repost. Sites
described as “officially eligible™ have been so designated by the Wyoming os Colorado SHPO,
Sites described as “eligible” or “not cligible™ reflect ions by the recorder. All sites
are located on private lands.

Newly. Recordad Sites :
45WILAS30: This sire consists of nine tipi xings and two sock alignments that moay be tipf rings.

There is & potential for buried deposits both inside and oufside the rings. The site is
rocomamended as eligible under criters d. The site will be avoided by the project. The closest

20°d  £2:T7 900 8 unp maggeéos:ma AIII0S ROIAUSTH
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avaidance of the site.

SWLA4831: This aite is the remains of a single tipi ring. the site is in an area of
deflation, the sits has low potential for subsurface remains, X is recommended a5 not eligible,

on. The site is in 2 plowed field
the sits is recommended as

mm: This site is an historic artifact scatter and
and has been extensively damaged by farming activities,
not eligible.

Russiemt: Nasnd Iouee |

48L.A1237: Denver-Pacific Railroad Grade, This is a ong-mile segment of the abandoned

railroad grade. ¥t was previously determined officially eligible under criteria a. Thhmpwillnot
be affected,

SWL1969.39: Unlon Pacific Reilroad. It was officially ined oligible in 1993 and this
segment was officially deteamined 10 be contrbitting in , It will not be affected by the
project. ,

SWI.2597: This site is a syoall lithic scatter comprised of ﬂﬂm It was officially detarmined
not eligible in 1998, Wmmmwxﬂﬂhia

SWL2602: Thsuanlum::h:bmhmw:ﬂ:muﬁfacu:rm. The slte was officially
determined not eligible,

SWL2s16: Tﬁahnmﬂﬂﬁbmmuwnmmu%dmﬂd@b}om 199§, Westem
SWIL2638; This site consist of bumed yack and four . The site was officially

desermined not eligible in 1998, Westem concuys with mammdam

SWL2619; This site is an abandoned earthen ditch. & was officially determined not eligible in
1998, Western concurs with this recommendation, |

SWIL2621: This is a concentration of four stone piles.
eligible in 1998, Westcmm conouss with this reco

SWIL2622: is an historic habitation site consisting of piles, artifacts, and four structures. It
was officially determined not eligible in 1998; howeves, af that time, it was only recorded as
consisting of 10 stone piles, This re-visit of the tite identified much more extensive fearres.
The site represents 3 homestead from about 1908-1915, 1 is recommended the sits is eligible
under criteda d. Although a structure and access road avejlocated within the site’s boundary, all
feanires will be avoided. Theccfore, the values that make|it eligible will not be affected.

site was officially determined not
O

E
]
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481.A1403; Cheyenne-Ault 115-kKV Transmission Line. Cheyenne-Auli line has been
documented by Associsted Cultural Resource Bxpests (Schwieigest 1998) as part of a region-wide
stdy of Westem facilittes. The site, which is owned by W crosses private, State and
Pedamllnd. m;:nawsmommdudeﬁgibk.huhu no formal SHPO revisw, Anin-

i ing SHPO has detexrmined should not

IV. Effects Determination and Compliance Declslon - Of the thirteen gites, two are officially
ellsihh.mommm&duehgibh.ﬁwmdﬁaﬂl not eligible, one was previously
and three are recommended as

considesed the nature of the undertaking and the presence of histotic properties that may possess
the qualities of integrity and meet at least one of the other cfiteria necessary to be considered for
inchusion in the NRHP, Western has determined that there are no historic properties affected.
Western considers that the stipulations of Section 106 of the National Historic Presexvation Act,

as amnended, and the implementing rogulations, 36 CFR 800, have beea satisficd.

Mmmmumﬁmmcm#ﬁumﬂumm
eligibility and effect for sites located within your jurisdictign. Westem will wait for your
comments prios to consulting with the SHPO. If you have fny questions about this project,
please telephone Roduey Jones, Rocky Mountsin Region Loveland, Colorado, af
(970) 461-7371 or Maxy Baxger, Corporate Sexvices Offic, at (720) 962-7253.

Enclosure

Schweigest, Kunt P.
1998 Historical Evaluation, WmAumeFAdnbﬂnnﬁmFadlm

Colorado, Wyoming, Nebraska, Utah. for the Westem Area Power
Administration,

D'd 21T 9002 § g T1/2998908: %04 ALFTI06 ROINUSIH (0
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August 23, 2005 s
Jocl Bladow =

Regional Manager

Weslern Area Power Administration
Rocky Mountain Customer Service Region
P. O. Box 3700

Loveland, CO 80539-3003

Re:  Western Area Power Administration Cheyenne-Ault 115 kV Transmission Line
Rebuild Project (SHPO File # 0805AKYO011)

Dear Mr. Bladow:

Thank you lor consulting with the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office (SHPQO)
regarding the above referenced project. We have reviewed the project report and find the
documentation meets the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Archacology and
Historic Preservation (48 FR 44716-42). We concur with your finding that site

481.A 1403, the Cheyenne-Ault Transmission Line, is not eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places and will not be adversely affected by the project as
planned. We also coneur with your (inding that the Denver-Pacific Railroad Grade
(481.A1237) will not be adversely alfected by the project as planned.

We recommend the Dcp'utmcm of Energy, Western Area Power Administration allow
the project to proceed in accordance with state and federal laws subject to the following
stipulation:

IT any cultural materials are discovered during construction, work in the arca shall
halt immediately, the federal agency must be contacted, and the materials
evaluated by an archaeologist or historian meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s
Professional Qualification Standards (48 FR 22716, Sept. 1983).

This letter should be retained in vour files as documentation of a SHPO concurrence on
your finding of no historic properties adversely affecled. Please refer to SHPO project
HOSOSAKYO11 on any future correspondence regarding this project. If you have any
questions, please contact Audrey York at 307-777-6357.

“%. Dave Freudenthal. Governar
& Phil Noble, Director






